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Romans 8:18-25

8:18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us.

8:19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of
God;

8:20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of
the one who subjected it, in hope

8:21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain
the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

8:22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;

8:23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

8:24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes
for what is seen?

8:25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

(John Lewis video)
(MMS with definition of “to yearn” on the screen)

To yearn: to have an intense feeling of longing for something, typically something
that one has lost or been separated from. To long persistently, eagerly, restlessly, or
painfully.

John Lewis yearned for healing. He yearned for a country that did right by all of its
people. He yearned for a republic that all people can trust to have their best interest
at heart.



To yearn is not simply to think or to strategize. To yearn is not simply to theorize or
aspire. To year is to feel something in your bones, to feel something in your blood, in
your DNA, in your cells, in your spirit.

To yearn is to be animated to live for something, and even to be willing to die for
something.

To yearn is to know the divine patience of God’s time, and the brave impatience of
accountability in a world that has lost its way.

(put new words up about yearning)
Yearning is a tender or urgent longing.

bell hooks, social theorist, wants to be sure we remember from whence yearning
comes. It comes from love.

(put hooks’ quote about love on screen: “The practice of love offers no place of
safety. We risk loss, hurt, pain. We risk being acted upon by forces outside our
control.”)

Yearning is born of love, animated and powered by love.

And, in fact, yearning is an important marker that tells us when love is true, when
love is Spirit-filled and Spirit-led. Because love that is about fear or avoidance or
shutting down—it is not love at all.

hooks insists: “Many people want love to function like a drug, giving them an
immediate and sustained high. They want to do nothing, just passively receive the
good feeling.”

But genuine love is love that yearns.

(put hooks’ quote on the screen: “Genuine love is rarely an emotional space where
needs are instantly gratified. To know love we have to invest time and
commitment...'"dreaming that love will save us, solve all our problems or provide a
steady state of bliss or security only keeps us stuck in wishful fantasy, undermining
the real power of the love -- which is to transform us.")

for hooks yearning is love and love is yearning. And so she turns to an exploration of
yearning to find a force that can unite us, humanity. Her life’s work has been to
connect “the longing of our hearts to the quest for freedom.” (from Yearning: Race,
Gender, and Cultural Politics”)



Yearning is love and love is yearning and the yearning that is love only lives in
action, in what wills us on to live and to believe.

For Paul our yearning is tangled up with God’s intentions for the world, with the
way God created the world, with the way God created human beings.

We yearn because God instilled in us a hunger, a desire to live truthfully, to love
completely.

And for Paul, that is why the suffering that we experience in this world is both
profound and fleeting. Itis divine love that makes our suffering both excruciating
and provisional.

Divine love is what gives us the inner wisdom to know that the world should be
better than it is. And divine love is what gives us the strength to feel the pain that
comes when love is deprived, when love is trivialized.

You see our pain and our promise have life because of divine love—that love is the
fabric of existence and the animating source of yearning.

This may all sound esoteric—and Paul understood the conundrum—something so
beautiful and so exquisite as the yearning for God’s creation healed, is also
something hard for us to see in our wounded way of being in the world. Because
you see that suffering, that suffering that is a part of life and that hurts so much
because of love—well that suffering can be too much to bear sometimes.

And so humanity can turn to destructive means to relieve the pain, to make it go
away, instead of letting it show us the way.

The pain is acute. So, it is understandable. If only we could meet such cries for relief
with compassion.

God made us to labor with love—God made us in God’s image.
(put birth picture up)

Imagine God laboring with love for us—for this world. Imagine God laboring with
love, with us. And whole creation groaning in labor pains until now.

Paul was gripped by a conviction that the world was changing—that God was giving
birth to the transformation. That God’s love is the power that takes us all into the
birthing process. And that we, too, are gripped by the desire for the joy of that
birth—that bursting forth of the vitality intended for human existence.



So it may sound esoteric, but it is really profoundly elemental. It's what we're made
of, it’s what we’re made for.

(Back to MMS)
Yearning power is the power unleashed today—the mighty movements that have
ushered us into an intense moment in time—when a huge swath of America is

breathing into these labor pains of change.

“In 2015, just 51 percent of Americans believed racism is a big problem in the
US; now 76 percent of Americans do.”!

Most Americans, of every racial identity, say the current protests about Black Lives
are justified.

And this week, Asheville made national news when our City Council votes
unanimously to begin the process of disbursing reparations to Black Asheville for
the harms of slavery, Jim Crow, urban renewal, and state sanctioned violence.

This decision ushers our community into a new stage of our healing journey. Can we
come together with the yearning power to repair the brokenness that the systems
and structures of white supremacy culture have entrenched for generations?

When we feel the current of our shared hope, our shared conviction—that is
Yearning power—and it is the power that is stirring our collective souls these days.

Yearning as a shared human experience—a place to find our connection, a place to
see each other and embrace a better world.

What would it take for you to give yourself to this yearning power? How do you
bring the yearning that God has instilled in you to the work of our time in history?

Take a deep breath and notice how you feel as another man who yearns, who
embodies, who believes describes the healing moment being born. Listen for the
invitation in his words, the gift that he tells us we carry within us to remember who
we are.

(picture of Ta-nehisi Coates while MMS read the extended quote below)

And so we must imagine a new country. Reparations—by which [ mean the
full acceptance of our collective biography and its consequences—is the price
we must pay to see ourselves squarely. The recovering alcoholic may well
have to live with his illness for the rest of his life. But at least he is not living a



drunken lie. Reparations beckons us to reject the intoxication of hubris and
see America as it is—the work of fallible humans.

Won'’t reparations divide us? Not any more than we are already divided. The
wealth gap merely puts a number on something we feel but cannot say—that
American prosperity was ill-gotten and selective in its distribution. What is
needed is an airing of family secrets, a settling with old ghosts. What is
needed is a healing of the American psyche and the banishment of white
guilt.

What I'm talking about is more than recompense for past injustices—more
than a handout, a payoff, hush money, or a reluctant bribe. What I'm talking
about is a national reckoning that would lead to spiritual renewal.
Reparations would mean the end of scarfing hot dogs on the Fourth of July
while denying the facts of our heritage. Reparations would mean the end of
yelling “patriotism” while waving a Confederate flag. Reparations would
mean a revolution of the American consciousness, a reconciling of our self-
image as the great democratizer with the facts of our history.

(Back to MMS)

Yearning is not simply about ideas—it is something you feel in your bones,
something that drives you, something that animates your life.

Yearning gives you courage and curiosity. Yearning gives you direction and purpose.
Yearning is a fire in your belly, a troubling in your soul.

Earning power is the talisman of capitalism—the formula that calibrates assets to
potential income. It's about cash flow and financial leverage and productivity and
profit.

But faith is not about earning, it is about yearning.

And God’s love is the asset that fuels any hope we have of healing. And who hopes
for what they can see?

We hope for what we can’t see—we can’t see it because we’re so in the grip of a
world who lost its way generations ago when we lost the “y” of yearning and
became possessed by the narrative of earning.

God is inviting us to put the “y” back onto earning—and give ourselves to the
yearning that connects us to our created purpose—to live in right relationship with

all things.



In the weeks ahead, you and [—all of us, will have many opportunities to wake up
again to the yearning power that God instills in each of us. We’ll have opportunities
to let that yearning be revitalized, recalibrated, dusted off, reanimated and put to
good use.

(Put definition back up)
To yearn: to have an intense feeling of longing for something, typically something

that one has lost or been separated from. To long persistently, eagerly, restlessly, or
painfully.

Yearning power is changing the world. And deep down in the primal well that fuels
the human spirit’s longing—there is a golden thread that connects us all to a vision
of the world God yearns for, too.

Remember the love that is the yearning that is the power to change the world.

Yearning is love and love is yearning and the yearning that is love only lives in
action, in what wills us on to live and to believe.

For [ am convinced that the suffering of the present time, is nothing compared to the
joy of God’s creation healed.

Thanks be to God.

1 (Vox, https://www.vox.com/2020/6/26/21301066/public-opinion-shift-black-lives-matter)




