
Grace	Covenant	Presbyterian	Church	
Session	Agenda		
December	15,	2020	
6:00	pm,	ZOOM	
 

6:00	Opening	Prayer,	Quorum,	Welcome	Visitors,	Approve	Minutes	and	Consent	Agenda		

6:05	Engaging	Scripture	and	Spiritual	Practice	 	

6:25	Moderator’s	Report	

6:40	Finance	Council	Report	

6:50	Nominating	Committee	Report	

• Vote	on	At-Large	Personnel	Nominee	

6:55	Executive	Session	

• Personnel	Council	Chair	facilitates	review	of	
Head	of	Staff	

• Personnel	Council	recommends	salaries	for	
Pastoral	Staff	for	2021	

7:55	End	Executive	Session		

8:00	Adjourn	
	
Session	Council/Committee/Assignments	2020	

Ken	Fisher	 	 Finance	
Laurie	Stradley		 Finance,	Chair;	Stewardship	
Anna	Hamel	 	 Finance;	Guatemala	
Paul	Rogers	 	 Personnel	
Jessica	Graham		 Personnel;	Nominating	
Sheryl	Aikman		 Personnel,	Chair	
Melissa	Hicks	 	 Serve,	Chair	
Christi	Mobley	 	 Serve		
John	Clark	 	 Property,	Co-Chair	
John	Legerton	 	 Property;	Long-Range	Bldg.	Vision	
Roger	Meade	 	 Property,	Co-Chair;	Mem.	Garden	
Keith	Prince	 	 Worship;	Stewardship	
Debby	Vance	 	 Guatemala;	Nominating	
Carley	Stein	 	 Worship;	Youth/Children		
Margaret	Tierney	 Worship,	Chair;	Nominating,	Chair	
Annie	Cole		 	 Youth	Elder;	Youth	Committee	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

SESSION	MEETINGS	

Saturday,	January	30,	9:30am-NOON	

Session	Retreat	

SAVE	THE	DATE	

Sunday,	January	24	Annual	Meeting	

Sunday,	January	31	Ordain	&	Install	Elders	&	Deacons	

Thursday,	February	11	Tema	Okun	Public	Event	

Sunday,	February	21	GCPC	Leadership	Learning	Lab	

with	Tema	Okun		

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
 
 
 
 



Consent	Agenda	–	December	15th	
	
For	approval	-		 	
	

Births:	 	
	
Baptisms:					
	
Marriages:	Amber	Leigh	White	and	John	Kappas	Hansen,	12/5/20,	Chimney	Rock	State	Park	
	
Admissions	to	the	Active	Roll	on	12/13/20:		

Alexandra	Hollifield	and	Ben	Kees–	transfer	of	membership		
Karen	Rohls	–	transfer	of	membership		
Christa	&	Kimo	Hyatt	–	transfer	of	membership		
Amy	Kim	&	Justin	Kyremes-Parks		-	transfer	of	membership		
Isaiah	Kyremes-Parks	-	transfer	of	membership		
Natalily	Kyremes-Parks	-	transfer	of	membership		
Denise	Lockett	–	transfer	of	membership	

	 		

To	Inactive:		 	
	
Transfers:			
	 	
Restored	from	Inactive	to	Active	Roll:	Marilyn	Roderick	and	Allen	Knicely	
	
Deaths:		Cory	Hartbarger	12/5/20	
	 	 	 	 	
Removed:		
	 	 	
Session	Approval	by	Email:		
SESSION	EMAIL	VOTES	IN	DECEMBER	2020	
Reported	by	Kelley	Griffith,	Clerk	of	Session,	8	December	2020	
On	2	December	2020,	Marcia	forwarded	two	motions	proposed	by	the	Serve	Council:	

1. That	GCPC	continue	as	fiscal	sponsor	of	Saving	Our	Selves	(SOS)	directed	by	Phyllis	Utley,	for	
2021.	(Fiscal	sponsor	means	that	SOS	can	use	GCPCs	501(c)(3)	status	to	apply	for	grants.)		

2. That	GCPC	become	a	fiscal	sponsor	of	Faith	4	Justice	directed	by	Rev.	Tami	Forte	Logan,	
effective	immediately	and	continuing	through	2021.	(Fiscal	sponsor	means	that	Faith	4	Justice	can	
use	GCPCs	501(c)(3)	status	to	apply	for	grants.)	
	
On	4	December	2020,	Marcia	forwarded	a	motion	from	the	Nominating	Committee	that	that	
Session	call	a	congregational	meeting	for	Sunday,	December	20	for	the	purpose	of	placing	a	slate	in	
nomination	for	officers	and	the	nominating	committee	for	congregational	vote.		
	
Upon	Session	approval	the	meeting	will	be	announced	in	worship	this	Sunday	(12/6).	The	meeting	
will	be	done	electronically	like	the	one	we	did	for	the	vote	on	refinancing	the	HVAC.		
	
On	4	December,	Marcia	reported	that	all	the	motions	passed	unanimously.	

	
								+								+								+								+								+								+								+								+								+								+								+	

	
Date	of	Session:		12/15/20	 	 	 												As	of	11/17/20	 			 												As	of	12/15/20	
	
Members	on	the	roll	of	Active	Members:	 	 									 								734		 	 	 								745	
Members	on	the	roll	of	Inactive	Members:					 											 								179		 	 																								177	
	
alm	

 
 



GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MINUTES, STATED SESSION MEETING  

17 NOVEMBER 2020 
 
PRESENT: Laurie Stradley, Anna Hamel, Paul Rogers, Jessica Graham, Sheryl Aikman, Melissa Hicks, John 
Legerton, Debbie Vance, Carley Stein, Margaret Tierney, Annie Cole 
EXCUSED: Ken Fisher, Christi Mobley, John Clark, Roger Meade, Keith Prince 
CLERK: Kelley Griffith 
STAFF: Marcia Mount Shoop (Moderator), Jeff Jones, Samantha Gonzalez-Block, Richard Coble, Amy Kim 
Kyremes-Parks 
GUESTS: Keaton Hill, John Huie, Rick Noble 
 
The meeting began at 6:02 pm via Zoom, an on-line meeting platform that Session is using during the COVID-19 
global pandemic. Kelley Griffith, Clerk, declared a quorum. Marcia opened the meeting with prayer. Marcia 
introduced visitors who were present.  
 
*Melissa moved and Carley seconded that the minutes for the 27 October stated Session meeting be 
approved. Passed. 
*Debby moved and John Legerton seconded that the consent agenda be approved. Passed. 
 
ENGAGING SCRIPTURE AND SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
Marcia began by saying that “a lot has happened” since our last meeting, such as, for example, the election. She 
asked all present to write things to pray for in the Zoom chat box for all to see. She then invited people to respond 
out loud to a blessing by Jan Richardson that she posted in the chat box. 
 
MODERATOR’S REPORT 
Marcia said that she has completed her review of the staff.  She highlighted three things she wants to celebrate about 
the staff:  1. The staff has been “highly adaptive”; 2.  The staff has “grown and deepened together”; 3. Many staff 
members notice that they are feeling a healthier space for self-care than before COVID. They feel they have more 
“fluidity, more room.” She extolled how hard the staff has worked during this very trying time. 
She mentioned that a session retreat would take place on Saturday, 30 January 2021, that the church’s annual 
meeting would occur on Sunday, 24 January, and that we would ordain and install new elders and deacons on 
Sunday, 31 January. 
She asked everyone to pray for the nominating committee. 
She said there will be more reflection groups centered on the book Me and White Supremacy. 
She urges session members to make their pledges of financial support so that by Sunday 100% of the entire session 
will have pledged. 
She urged the session, in this still difficult transition from one president to the next, to stay in touch with church 
members, to provide trustworthy information to them, and to remember the stress and anxiety that many people are 
feeling. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
Richard 
Richard reported that he, in collaboration with Amy Kim and Kelley Griffith, would conduct a three-Sunday series 
on Christmas poetry during Advent. The series would begin Sunday, 6 December. 
The new prayer and Bible study on Sunday nights is going very well.  
There will be a new member Sunday and Session meeting coming up, the third one since the virus began 
 
Amy Kim 
Amy Kim said that she is glad to be learning names and recognizing faces of church members. The children’s 
meeting early this past Sunday was fun—with lots of talk about whales and talk about and demonstrations of whale 
talk. 
The staff and volunteers have been “wonderful” to work with. It’s “refreshing” to be on the staff. She was impressed 
by how church members reached out to one another during election week. 
 
Jeff 
Jeff said he continues to heal but that more medical procedures may be necessary. 



Some members of the choir will meet this Wednesday evening to rehearse for a concert for the holidays called “A 
Very COVID Christmas.” 
 
Samantha 
Samantha said that the youth program continues to gain momentum. One thing they have done is prepare “care 
packages” to send to thirty college students.  
The Presbyterian Youth Council had an enjoyable retreat—outside—at Camp Greer. 
The youth will continue to “gather safely” and Zoom for a while. She thanked Annie Cole for writing to urge youth 
to make pledges to the church. 
As for her coming birth event, she said that she plans to work until the baby comes in early January, after which she 
will take four weeks of parental leave plus, perhaps, some vacation leave after that. 
 
Clerk’s report 
Kelley fielded questions about his discovery that all the session records (minutes, etc.) from 1953 (the church’s 
founding) through 1999 are missing. His report describes how he has looked for them and how we might preserve 
the records we still have. The report is attached. Upon the session’s request, he agreed to get in touch with former 
pastors to see if they might know where the records are. 
 
COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Finance Council 
Laurie reported that our church is in a “strong financial position.” 
*She introduced the Finance Council’s motion that its November financial reports be passed. The motion 
passed. 
 
Personnel Council 
Sheryl said that the Personnel Council will look over the reviews Marcia has done of the staff and will prepare with 
Marcia for her review with Session in Executive Session at the December Session meeting. 
 
Property Council 
John Legerton said that plans for the new roof on the education building are moving forward. Cliff estimates that the 
total costs, including repairs to the gutters and facia, should be about $28,000. 
 
Serve Council 
Melissa Hicks made a brief report. Keaton Hill, Serve Council member, appealed to the session to raise the amount 
allotted to Serve in next year’s budget from 3% to 7%. 
 
Worship Council 
Margaret announced Worship’s plan to decorate for Advent and Christmas. She is reaching out to people who have 
helped with this in the past. 
 
Stewardship Committee 
Laurie said we have reached 63% of our monetary goal so far. She urged session members to pledge right away so 
that on Sunday 100% of Session members have pledged. And she asked people on councils and committees to ask 
their members to pledge also. 
 
Nominating Committee 
Margaret said that the Nominating Committee is still “in process” seeking potential members for church positions. 
 
*Anna moved and Laurie seconded that the meeting be adjourned. Marcia said that the adjournment would 
occur after everyone stated one “gratitude” and then said “Amen.” With the conclusion of this prayer, the 
meeting ended at 7:38 pm. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 

      
     Kelley Griffith  Marcia Mount Shoop   
    Clerk of Session  Moderator 



SESSION	MEETING		
GRACE	COVENANT	PRESBYTERIAN	CHURCH	

		 CALLED	MEETING	TO	RECEIVE	NEW	MEMBERS	
6	DECEMBER	2020	

	
PRESENT:	Ken	Fisher,	Laurie	Stradley,	Anna	Hamel,	Paul	Rogers,	Jessica	Graham,	Melissa	Hicks,	
Christi	Mobley,	Roger	Meade,	Margaret	Tierney,	Annie	Cole	
CLERK:	Kelley	Griffith	
STAFF:	Marcia	Mount	Shoop,	Moderator;	Richard	Coble;	Samantha	Gonzalez-Block,	Amy	Kim	
Kryemes-Parks	
	
The	Session	held	a	called	meeting	via	Zoom	to	receive	new	members.	
Kelley	declared	a	quorum	and	Marcia	opened	the	meeting	with	prayer	at	12:30	pm.	
	
Session	members	and	prospective	members	introduced	themselves	and	told	why	they	had	been	
drawn	to	membership	at	Grace	Covenant.		
	
Melissa	moved	and	Jessica	seconded	to	accept	the	following	people	into	membership.	
Approved	unanimously:		
	
AMY	KIM	KRYEMES-PARKS	
Transfer	of	membership	from	Wasatch	Presbyterian	Church,	East	Salt	Lake	City,	Utah	
ISAIAH	KYREMES-PARKS	
Transfer	of	membership	from	Fairmount	Presbyterian	Church,	Cleveland	Heights,	Ohio	
JUSTIN	KYREMES-PARKS	
Transfer	of	membership	from	Fairmont	Presbyterian	Church,	Cleveland	Heights,	Ohio	
NATALILY	KYREMES-PARKS	
Transfer	of	membership	from	Fairmount	Presbyterian	Church,	Cleveland	Heights,	Ohio	
CHRISTA	HYATT	
Transfer	of	membership	from	Park	Lake	Presbyterian	Church,	Orlando,	Florida	
WILLIAM	(KIMO)	HYATT	
Transfer	of	membership	from	Park	Lake	Presbyterian	Church,	Orlando,	Florida	
ALEXANDRA	HOLLIFIELD	
Transfer	of	membership	from	New	Hope	Baptist	Church,	Earl,	NC	
BENJAMIN	KEES	
Transfer	of	membership	from	Berea	Christian	Church,	Russellville,	Kentucky	
DENISE	LOCKETT	
Reaffirmation	of	Faith	
KAREN	ROHLS	
Transfer	of	membership	from	First	Presbyterian	Church,	Sebastian,	Florida	
	
The	prospective	members	answered	the	required	membership	questions	posed	by	Marcia.	
	
At	1:07	pm,	Laurie	moved	and	Christi	seconded	that	the	meeting	be	adjourned.	Passed	
unanimously.		
Marcia	closed	the	meeting	with	prayer.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,		
	

	
Kelley	Griffith	 	 Marcia	Mount	Shoop	
Clerk	of	Session	 Moderator	



GCPC Personnel Council November 2, 2020  

Meeting held via Zoom teleconference  

Attending: Sheryl Aikman (Chair), Janice Brumit, Steve Dykes, Jessica Graham, Jackie Kiger, 
Staff: Marcia Mount Shoop 
Unable to attend: Paul Rogers  

Sheryl Aikman opened the meeting with prayer.  

Prior to the meeting, Council members reviewed the staff evaluations provided by Head of Staff, 
Marcia Mount Shoop. Council members also reviewed Marcia’s narrative report of her exit 
interview with Sherrie Meehan.  

Council discussed Sherrie Meehan’s exit interview. Because of the timing of Sherrie’s last day 
of active employment and with Marcia’s thorough exit interview completed, a separate exit 
interview was not conducted by Council members. Sheryl acknowledged that this is something 
that the Council would typically want and need to do; because Sherrie is retiring rather than 
leaving employment for another position and because she expressed limited interest in an 
additional exit interview, everyone was comfortable with the process as conducted.  

Marcia provided summary thoughts about each staff member, as reflected in their written 
review:  

Anna Louise Murchison, Natalie Weaver, Cliff Schlegelmilch, Samantha Gonzalez-Block, 
Richard Coble, and Jeff Jones. We noted that Samantha conducted a review with Assistant 
Youth Group Coordinator, Cat Kessler. Because Amy Kim Kyremes-Parks’ and Luke 
Johnson’s are newly employed, neither was evaluated in this cycle. Marcia also shared 
observations and insights about the staff as a whole in terms of what 2020 has required in 
energy, creativity, and endurance.  

Marcia outlined the changes to staff job descriptions and titles that have been made as staff 
responsibilities have been reorganized in light of Sherrie’s retirement. Sheryl noted that this has 
been in process for over a year. The hope is that these changes will be positive for both 
administration of GCPC’s ministries and for staff’s professional development.  

The Council reviewed and discussed Marcia’s self-assessment, noting that her continued theme 
of what gives and what takes energy is helpful framing.  

The Council discussed projections for staff compensation and raises for the 2021 budget; those 
projections will be provided to the Finance Council and full Session for approval.  

Throughout the meeting, the Council offered its affirmation and thanks for our growing church, 
the staff’s adaptability, and the unlikely gifts of the pandemic year. Marcia Mount Shoop and 
Sheryl Aikman closed the meeting with gratitude to Council members for their insight and input.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Sheryl Aikman Chair  

	



Guatemala Committee Minutes 
Zoom Meeting 

12/1/2020 
5:30pm 

 

Present: Jamie Beasley, Bonnie Parker, Paul Tierney, Kelley Griffith, Anna Hamel, Samantha Gonzalez Block 
 

Jamie Beasley opened in Prayer 
 

Planning of meeting with Iglesia Jerusalem   
The meeting will be at 6 PM ET on DEC 13th.  Committee members will join the meeting at 5:45 PM 
 
Jamie said he would translate. Kelley will also ask Lynne if she is willing to translate.  Jamie said he is willing to 
share responsibility too. 
 

Purpose of the meeting with our sister church is to get to know each other on a personal level and deepen the 
relationship. 
 

Agenda 
Open in Prayer (Samantha) 
Introductions (Debby) 
Impact of COVID on church life (worship, fellowship, etc)  (Anna) 
Impact of COVID on individuals, community and country (Bonnie) 
Update on Children and school (Kelley) 
Impact of other Natural Disasters (Jamie) 
Ideas for future connections (Paul) 
Close in Prayer (Iglesia Jerusalem) 

 
Samantha will translate the agenda for Debby to send to IJ (Iglesia Jerusalem) and ask for their input.  We will all 
also prepare a 2-sentence introduction including name, how long on committee, if traveled to Guatemala/USA. 
  
Other topics 
Bonnie asked what do with the covenants because no one will be travelling there soon.  Anna will e-mail Marie to 
find out. 
 
Microloan Program 
Jamie talked about the Microloan program.  He said the PW was very grateful to receive the donation from the 
committee.  Jamie also said the Microloan program will be highlighted during the annual Presbyterian Women’s 
Dinner on Monday, Dec 7th. 
 

Staff Support 
Samantha said she will be going on parental leave in January.  We will have our regular monthly meeting(s) without 
staff present, but Marcia, Richard and Natalie will be available if we need anything from staff. 
 

New members 
We discussed recruiting new members to the committee.  Names mentioned were Mary Berg and Susan and Dawson 
Mims.  We also discussed our hopes for a new Session member to join the committee. We will wait to hear about 
who will coming on to Session.  
 

Passport to Partnership 
Paul said he will present the introduction page of the document at the next meeting in January.  Bonnie will reach 
out to Anna Louise about adding passport to partnership info the Guatemala page on the GCPC website. Passport to 
Partnership: https://www.presbyterywnc.org/mission-zone/guatemala-partnership 
 
Anna closed us in prayer 
 
Next Meeting Joint meeting with Iglesia Jerusalem Dec 13 @5:45 
 
Next regular meeting Jan 5 @5:30 pm   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anna Hamel 



SERVE Council Meeting (via Zoom) 
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 

6:00pm 
 

Present:  Mary Elizabeth Shoop, John Huie, Amy Wiesner, Tammy Baldwin, Lynne Meacham, 
Rick Noble, Keaton Hill, Alexandra Lusak,  Melissa Hicks (chair) 
Staff: Rev. Samantha Gonzalez-Block, Rev. Richard Coble, 
 
Melissa opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with prayer and invited those gathered to reflect on how 
they were doing.  An abundance of gratitude and an assortment of mixed feelings were 
expressed.   
 
Samantha noted that Richard will be staff liaison to Serve while she is on parental leave in early 
2021.  Samantha will send background info links to Richard and to newest Serve members 
Alexandra and Mary Elizabeth. 
 
Remaining 2020 Budget 
Further to the agenda, which was e-mailed prior to the meeting, council members noted that 
$2494.14 remains from the 2020 budget allocation. (NB: Rick Noble volunteered to add $6 to 
round the amount to $2500.) There was an extended discussion regarding appropriate use of the 
funds.   
 

• Amy referred to her e-mail following the last meeting regarding a request from Bountiful 
Cities.   

• Melissa lifted up another request from the Irene Wortham Center which cares for folks 
with severe intellectual disabilities and offers daycare for children and for adults. 

• Lynne spoke about her consultation with Community Centric and their stated goal of 
funding to build power, asking whether that should be a Serve priority.   

 
Sharing Cycle 
Discussion then turned to the 2021 Sharing cycle proposal prepared by Keaton, Rick, and 
Christie Mobley with suggested amendments from Lynne. The document had been e-mailed to 
council members prior to the meeting.   
 

• Keaton spoke to it, noting that Serve needs to clarify whom we introduce for funding.   
• Rick urged staying with current Covenant Partners, stressing the need for boundaries.   
• Amy suggested that the group think through the draft of the proposal, specifically 

regarding the various funding options, i.e., equal funding of all groups, two levels, or 
three levels.   

• John asked about the role of need. 
• Amy asked how the group invites covenant partners to offer their perspective.   
• Rick then noted that he values CoThinkk’s decision to fund partners equitably and let 

partners decide how to use it.  
• Samantha recommended that the group consider what partnership means, specifically 

related to deepening relationships and also asked how best to leave the door open for 
other groups.   

• An important question is what does accountability look like?    



• Rick then recommended the following process:  50% of funding to covenant partners 
upfront, in equal amounts, leaving the door open to revisit funding at a certain point 
during the year.   

• Melissa noted that she considers it important that Serve remain ‘nimble’ in allocating 
funding. 

 
At that point, Amy Wiesner made a motion that the Council adopt Option 1 in the Sharing 
Cycle Recommendation.  Option 1:  Serve disburses 90% of its Serve budget evenly between 
its 14 Covenant Partners (for example, $75,000/14 = $5400 per partner).   By a show of hands, 
the motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Alexandra spoke in affirmation of the work of Serve, noting that the process being utilized, 
consistent with learnings from ‘Me and White Supremacy’ series, changes the source of the 
primary energy from top/down to from the grassroots.    
 
Keaton affirmed the need for evaluative criteria as well as the desire to remain flexible, the need 
for transparency, and the importance of defining ‘emergency’.  She asked whether the group 
needed more reflection time and the general consensus was affirmative.  One participant asked 
whether there will be a retreat in the new year and, if so, suggested that further discussion of the 
proposal could be its focus. 
 
Towards the end of the meeting, Lynne asked a question about whether the 10% reserved for 
rapid response/emergency funds in the budget allocation might be allocated to the pastor’s 
discretionary fund.   
 
Other Business 
Alexandra asked how Serve gets information about Covenant partners to the congregation.  
Council members identified numerous ways including Palooza, Advent-drive-through, Serve 
Fair, e-news.  One other idea was to have groups prepare video presentations which could be 
made available to the congregation over Zoom.   
 
Samantha highlighted the December 19 Advent drive-through at which donations will be brought 
for Beloved, Asheville Poverty Initiative, YTL, and La Milpa.  Serve will make 4 volunteers 
available - Amy Wiesner, Christie Mobley, John Huie, Tammy Bradley, Mary Elizabeth Shoop  - 
to collect and drop off donated items. 
 
Lynne recommended further interaction with Community Centric with specific reference to their 
ways to evaluate an organization and to assess whether the organization is meeting its goals. 
 
Melissa polled the group by mutual invitation regarding scheduling a Zoom meeting in 
December.  The general consensus was to forego meeting and to make a decision by e-mail 
regarding allocation of remaining funding, unless circumstances necessitate a meeting.  The 
outgoing and incoming convenors will meet with Samantha and Richard. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned with thanks to Melissa, finishing as Serve chair; and to Keaton, who is 
completing her Council service, and with a closing prayer by Samantha. 
 



 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
        Alexandra Lusak  
 
 
 
Addendum:  
 
Saturday, November 27th (via email) 
 
*Tami Forte-Logan from Faith for Justice requested that GCPC become its fiscal sponsor 
immediately and through 2021. 
* Phyllis Utley from SOS:“Saving Our Selves”: What They Don’t Teach You requested that 
GCPC continue to be its fiscal sponsor for 2021. GCPC has been its fiscal sponsor for 2020. 
 
Lynne Meachem offered the following motions. John Huie seconded these motions.: 
 
1.  GCPC become a fiscal sponsor of Saving Our Selves (SOS) directed by Phyllis Utley, for 
2021. (Fiscal sponsor means that SOS can use GCPC's 501(c)(3) status to apply for grants.) 
 
2.  GCPC become a fiscal sponsor of Faith4Justice directed by Rev. Tami Forte Logan, 
[effective immediately and continuing through 2021]. (Fiscal sponsor means that 
Faith4Justice can use GCPC's 501(c)(3) status to apply for grants.) 
 
The motion was discussed and passed unanimously.  
 
Marcia will reach out to Session to vote on these motions. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
        Rev. Samantha Gonzalez-Block 
 
          Melissa Hicks 
        2020 Serve Council Chair 
 
 
 
	

	

	

	

	

	



	

	

Serve Council Minutes  
Zoom Meeting - Monthly Meeting 

October 20, 2020 
6:00 pm 

Present in the Zoom meeting: Tammy Bradley, Melissa Hicks, Keaton Hill, John Huie, Lynne Meacham, Christi 
Mobley, Rick Noble, Amy Wiesner, Mary Elizabeth Shoop (first time), Alexandra Lusak (first time) 

Staff: Samantha Gonzalez-Block 

Opening: 
Samantha led us in a time of spiritual reflection using 1 Corinthians 22:12-26.  We reflected about one gift that we 
each bring to the Serve Council.  

“Sharing Cycle” Working Group Report:   
* Have not met since our last Council meeting.  It would be helpful to have a 2021 budget to their work.   
* The second round of checks and letters have gone out in the last month.   
* We discussed what we may want to request from the Finance Council/Session for our 2021 budget.    
 - We should request what we think we need / what percentage of the overall GCPC budget.  We requested 
$90,000 last year; less than 10% of the overall church budget. The previous two years Serve received $70,000.  We 
received $35,000 last year.  The reasoning was because of the low reserves and unexpected costs with HVAC / other 
big projects.  What about the extra savings after refinancing the HVAC system?  Should we ask for a percentage of 
the overall budget or a $ amount?  Do we need a more generous sharing model versus an evaluative giving model?  
Do we need a reason for why we ask for the amount we share or do we ask as a way to keep sharing power?   
 - As a council we have shifted the way we share power with our partners, and we are grateful that the 
Session and the congregation trust our work and relationships.  

The motion was made to request from the Finance Council for 7% of the overall church budget to be 
designated to Serve.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Updates about Covenant Partners: 
*We still have not been able to reach Asheville Writers in the Schools and BeLoved.  Keaton will reach out to 
BeLoved. 
*Amy will keep trying to reach M. Suber of Asheville Writers in Schools.  
*We will have a goal of reaching out/meeting with ALL partners by the next Serve meeting. 

“Events and Engagement” Working Group Report:-  
*La Milpa update: Networking consultant is forming a list of partners from the newsletter. 
*GCPC member offered to share gas money for Residents’ Council to drive folks to voting 
*Upcoming Articles for GCPC Weekly News 

WEEK TO WRITE Covenant Partner Serve Member Buddy Writing  

10-19-20 Bountiful Cities Amy Wiesner 

11-2-20 SOS Tammy Bradley 

11-16-20 CoThinkk Rick Noble 
 

New Serve Members: 
Serve members were encouraged to reach out to potential new members of the council, or to suggest names of 
people that may be interested/bring valuable gifts. The Events and Engagement working group may meet to discuss 
where the needs are as folks are rolling off.   



Current Membership & Roles: 

Staff Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Samantha 
Gonzalez Block 
 

Amy Fowler 
Sharing Cycle 

Melissa Hicks* 
(Chair 2020) 
Vision and Justice 

Tammy Bradley 
Events and Engagement 

new Session 
member* 

 Keaton Hill 
Sharing Cycle 
 

Rick Noble 
Sharing Cycle 

John Huie 
Events and Engagement 

 

  Amy Wiesner 
(Chair 2019) 
Events and Engagement 

Lynne Meacham 
Vision and Justice 
 

 

   Christi Mobley* 
(Chair 2021) 
Sharing Cycle 

 

* indicates Session member 
Note: This chart does not yet include Alexandra and Mary Elizabeth, who attended for the first time on 10-20-20. 
 
Emergency Fund: 
We currently have $6,494.14 left in the Serve budget to share this 2020 budget year.   

Rick and Samantha recently spoke with Julio at JMProTV.  He has very specific requests to hire reporters who 
speak various languages to make reports about COVID19 and the election.  Sharing this way would have a 
multiplier effect.    

Keaton brought up an issue of pregnant women who do not have housing.  Sistas Helping Sistas (not a Covenant 
Partner) trying to raise funds to buy a home to make a shelter for this underserved group in Asheville.  

A discussion was had about if  we should use emergency funds for only Covenant Partners or other groups who are 
serving in ways that aligns with our mission.   

The motion was made to share $2,000 with JMProTV from our $6,494.14 remaining funds.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  

The motion was made to share $2,000 with Sistas Caring for Sistas from our $6,494.14 remaining funds.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  

Melissa will make the request to Natalie.   
Rick and Keaton will send notes to the two organizations regarding the funds.   
$2,494.19 remains in the emergency fund for 2020.  

Amy will find out if Bountiful Cities could still use money towards a grant and email a possible motion to the 
Council to share extra funds with this Covenant Partner.  

 

Melissa ended the meeting with prayer at 7:44. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Amy Wiesner 

	

	



Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Worship Council Minutes 

 
Worship council, December 1st 

Attendance: Margaret Tierney, Keith, Carley, Paul, Mary 

Staff present: Jeff Jones 

Jeff opened in prayer. 
 
Jeff gave a report—advent calendars have been well-received. Over 100 were picked up. He reviewed the 
calendar for December— 
Presbyterian Women Dec. 7 
Intergenerational cozy Christmas Dec 13 
Covid Christmas Special concert Dec. 18th 
Devotionals throughout advent 
Drive by December. 19th—serve council is heading this up with donations for ministry partners 
Longest Night-December 20th at 5 
Christmas Eve communion UTUBE 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Christmas Day online zoom at 10 a.m. led by Jeff and Marcia 
 
Staff is asking congregation, and worship council, to participate in “What does waiting look like?” and 
send images of what waiting looks like to share during worship. 
 
Paul asked that we follow up on the baptism card project.  Mary Lou Nash will contact Amy Kym when 
she is more settled to discuss.  Also, Paul asked that we reach out to Lynne Nobel and see how the quilt 
project is going.  Margaret will follow up on both of these and report back to the group.  
 
Carley closed in prayer 
 
Next scheduled meeting time:  January 5th at 5:30 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Name of Person Who Took Minutes: Margaret Tierney 
 
Council Chair :Margaret Tierney 
 

 
	

	


