
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Session Agenda
August 25th, 2020
6:00 pm, ZOOM

6:00 Opening Prayer, Quorum, Welcome Visitors, Approve Minutes and Consent Agenda

6:05 Engaging Scripture and Spiritual Practice

6:25 Moderator’s Report

6:35 Staff Reports

6:45 Janice Kominski, Inquirer to Candidate

7:00 Matthew 25 Initiative

7:00 Council, Committee, Team Reports

● Finance
● Personnel
● Property
● Serve
● Worship
● Other Committees, Teams

7:45 Adjourn

Session Council/Committee/Assignments 2020

Ken Fisher Finance
Laurie Stradley Finance, Chair; Stewardship
Anna Hamel Finance; Guatemala
Paul Rogers Personnel
Jessica Graham Personnel; Nominating
Sheryl Aikman Personnel, Chair
Melissa Hicks Serve, Chair
Christi Mobley Serve
John Clark Property, Co-Chair
John Legerton Property; Long-Range Bldg. Vision
Roger Meade Property, Co-Chair; Mem. Garden
Keith Prince Worship; Stewardship
Debby Vance Guatemala; Nominating
Carley Stein Worship; Youth/Children
Margaret Tierney Worship, Chair; Nominating, Chair
Annie Cole Youth Elder; Youth Committee



Consent Agenda – August 25th

For approval -

Births: 8/1/2020 – Autumn Virginia Burkhalter Parents: Josie Moe & Jeffrey Burkhalter

Baptisms: EmmyLou Legerton Love - May 3, 2015 Parents: Winifred "Wendy" Meacham Legerton
Marie Legerton Love - October 26, 2017 & David Clifford Love

Josephine Legerton High - December 5, 2017   Parents: Hannah Meacham Legerton
Penelope Legerton High - January 2, 2020                           & William Thomas High 

Marriages:

Admissions to the Active Roll on 8/2/20:  Colin, Geri, & Samantha Kinton; Valerie Harding;
Thomas Schmitz; Queen Mother Maggie Belle Gladden;
Jade Baker; Kevin Baker

Maggie Kinton (associate member)

To Inactive:

Transfers:

Restored from Inactive to Active Roll:

Deaths:  8/9/20   Harry Summerlin

Removed:

Session Approval by Email:

+        +        +        +        + +        +        +        +        +        +

Date of Session:  08/25/20 As of 07/28/20 As of 08/25/20

Members on the roll of Active Members: 731 739
Members on the roll of Inactive Members: 179 179

slm



GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MINUTES, STATED SESSION MEETING

28 JULY 2020

PRESENT: Ken Fisher, Anna Hamel, Paul Rogers, Jessica Graham, Sheryl Aikman, Melissa Hicks,
Christi Mobley, John Clark, John Legerton, Roger Meade, Keith Prince, Margaret Tierney, Debby
Vance.
EXCUSED: Laurie Stradley, Carley Stein, Annie Cole
CLERK: Kelley Griffith
STAFF: Marcia Mount Shoop (Moderator), Jeff Jones, Samantha Gonzalez-Block, Richard Coble
GUESTS: Candidates for new membership. See their names below.

The meeting began at 6:09 pm via Zoom, an on-line meeting platform that Session is using during
the COVID19 global pandemic. Kelley Griffith, Clerk, declared a quorum. Marcia opened the meeting
with prayer.

*Sheryl moved and John Legerton seconded that the minutes for the 23 June stated Session
meeting be approved. Passed.
*Ken moved and Debby seconded that the consent agenda be approved. Passed.

ENGAGING SCRIPTURE AND SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
Marcia read portions of Psalm 31 and invited those present to choose words and phrases that stood
out for them. She asked several questions, including “What do you need God’s help for?” “How is
God strengthening you? And Are you asking for help? She said that “we have to remember to ask for
God to show us the way” and to “surrender to God’s healing power.”

WELCOME OF NEW CHURCH MEMBERS
Marcia welcomed the new members of the church, who were guests for the meeting:

Queen Mother Maggie Bel Gladden
Transfer of membership from Hendersonville Presbyterian Church, 699 N. Grove Street,
Hendersonville NC 28792

Jade Baker
Reaffirmation of faith

Kevin Baker
Reaffirmation of faith

Valery Harding
Transfer of membership from Burnt Store Presbyterian Church, Punta GA, 33950

Tom Schmitz
Transfer of membership from Burnt Store Presbyterian Church, Punta GA, 33950

Colin Kinton
Transfer of membership from First Presbyterian Church, Beaufort SC 29901

Geri Kinton
First Presbyterian, Beaufort SC

Samantha Kinton
First Presbyterian, Beaufort SCs

Maggie Kinton
Affiliate membership with GCPC with membership at First Presbyterian Church, Beaufort SC



She asked several Session members to share why they were drawn to Grace Covenant. She followed
up by inviting the new members to tell something about themselves and why they chose GCPC.

*Debby moved and Anna seconded that the Session accept these people as new members.
Passed.

Marcia concluded this portion of the meeting by asking the new members to answer the two
required questions and, once again, by welcoming them to the church.

MODERATOR’S REPORT
Marcia attended the Presbytery of Western North Carolina annual meeting today. Ken Fisher and
Jessica Graham were the Ruling Elder delegates from GCPC.  Marcia reported that Byron Wade was
elected and unanimously approved to be the new General Presbyter. He has been pastor of the Davie
Street Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, a historically black church. He has been the Vice Moderator of
the General Assembly and has been very involved in the denomination at every level, such as its
committee on truth, reconciliation, and reparation and as a member of the Black Presbyterian
Caucus.
She reminded members of two presentations this week. On Thursday at 7 pm, Meta Commerse will
speak about white supremacy via Zoom. On Friday, Rob Thomas, Tashia Ethridge, and David
Greenson from the Racial Justice Coalition will speak via YouTube.
She said that on 30 July she will speak at a workshop of the PCUSA’s Matthew 25 initiative about
dismantling racism.
She raised the issue of staffing and shared her thoughts about hiring a part time Garden Manager in
the future.

She shared that the Children’s Center is planning to provide kindergarten for six children who are
currently students at TCC and whose parents are not comfortable with their going to public school
due to COVID19.  This would be a temporary program, until the children can safely join pubic school
kindergarten.

STAFF REPORTS
Richard
Richard expressed gratitude for his six-week parental leave. It “made all the difference.”  He
introduced us to six-week old Auden Elizabeth and said he would be back to work on Monday.

Samantha had to leave the meeting early because of Montreat @ Home online activities. *Marcia
asked the Session to approve online Communion for the youth attending Montreat @ Home
on Thursday July 30 on Zoom. Melissa so moved and Margaret seconded. Passed.

Jeff
Jeff thanked us for the “refreshing” week-long retreat he had in upstate New York. Debby, in turn,
thanked Jeff for the very meaningful and soulful music for each Sunday’s on-line worship service.

Approval for Baptisms during Covid 19
*Ken moved and Jessica seconded a motion that four baptisms could take place this weekend.
The children to be baptized are Emmylou Legerton Love and Marie Legerton Love, children of
Wendy Legerton and Dave Love, and Josephine Legerton High and Penelope Legerton High,
children of Hannah Legerton and William High. The baptism will take place in Montreat at 10 am
on Saturday and broadcast during the Sunday worship service. Officiating will be the children’s
great grandfather, the Rev. Fitz Legerton, father of John Legerton and father-in-law of Kathy



Meacham, the children’s grandparents. Kathy Meacham and John Legerton (grandparents) will
represent the Session at the baptisms, present the children for baptism, and ask the congregational
questions during worship on Sunday. The motion passed unanimously.

YTL Building Use
*By consensus, the Session approved building use this Fall for Youth Transformed for Life
(YTL) in the Atrium and Fellowship Hall Monday through Friday for student support during
the online learning phase of the new school year. YTL is one of GCPC’s Covenant Partners. The
Atrium and Fellowship Hall are the spaces the YTL afterschool program was using pre-Covid 19.
YTL will provide assistance and tutoring for students with online learning. They will use the space
from 8:30am-4:30pm Monday through Friday observing Covid19 precautions with numbers, masks,
and distancing. The Session noted that the church building remains closed for face to face church
activities.

Council reports
Finance Council
*Ken brought forth this month’s finance statements for Session approval. Passed.

Serve Council
No action proposed.

Property Council
No action proposed.

Personnel Council
No action proposed.

Worship Council
No action proposed.

At 7:45 Debby moved and Roger seconded that the meeting be adjourned. The “amens” to
Marcia’s closing prayer were the votes of approval for the motion. Approval was unanimous.

Respectively submitted,

Kelley Griffith Marcia Mount Shoop
Clerk of Session Moderator



Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Board of Deacons - Minutes

Sunday, July 19, 2020 (3:30 pm via ZOOM)

PRESENT: Mary Berg, Ann Brown, John Curry, Jeff Curtis, Cathy Froehlich, Martha Ensign Johnson, Mike
McCauley, Lynne Meacham, Lynn Milner, Marcy Onieal, Betsy Rhodes, Beth Robrecht, Louise Root, Peter
Rosal, Jeane Smith, Amber White; (Onieal moderating)

ABSENT/UNABLE TO CONNECT: Earl Fowler, Gordon Gaiser, Nancy Gaskin, Nancy Kramer, Bill Ryan;
(Richard Coble away on family leave)

1. Call to Order/Mutual Invitation – Marcy Onieal opened the meeting with a brief remembrance of
former US Rep. John Lewis by Barak Obama (Instagram 7/18/20), which had been shared earlier in
the day by Tim Hamel during the Adult Education Class Zoom.

2. Deacon Communications – Each deacon had made special effort to contact everyone in their
deacon care groups since our last meeting, and reported on congregational concerns and recent
illnesses/deaths.  It was noted that due to staff vacancy, leave and vacation schedules, there had been
a few delays, errors, and omissions in communicating the recent prayer/care lists.  Marcy
emphasized the importance of deacons contacting the deacon co-chairs when they learn of new
concerns, to ensure timely communication between staff, deacons and congregants, and to facilitate
more consistency between what appears in our Tuesday confidential updates, on the Thursday
public prayer list, and in the Sunday worship announcements. It was also noted that the deacons
had begun receiving prayer requests for individuals identified only by name (without context), who
are not in the church directory, nor assigned to deacon care groups.  Marcy will check with the office
for additional information on these folks and get with Richard upon his return to make sure that all
members & regular visitors/viewers are assigned a personal deacon.  Also discussed whether to
change personal deacon assignment when congregant moves to another geographic area during the
deacon’s term.

3. Deacon Volunteer Opportunities – Mary Berg, John Curry and Cathy Froehlich agreed to
represent the deacons in offering the Prayers of the People in Livestream Worship on 7/25/20. Ann
Brown, Cathy Froehlich, Marcy Onieal, and Betsy Rhodes offered to prepare meals every other day
July 18- 26 for two members who have no back-up while their caregiver is out-of-town.

4. Realm Software Training – Marcy led the group through a shared-screen training session on the
REALM database, emphasizing the steps to customize individual contact info, download a photo,
manage privacy, sign-up for other groups/interests, navigate the financial management section, sign
up for events and communicate via Chat/News.  Deacons were encouraged to make their contact info
fully visible, so that members of their care groups could easily contact them.  Future potential uses of
the REALM database were also introduced.  Deacons should encourage members of their care groups
to update their information, and make it visible, otherwise the Directory is virtually useless.  Also
identify those who are unable technically to access REALM, and offer one-on-one tutoring for



congregants having trouble, if the deacon is comfortable doing so.  If not, please have them contact
Anna Louise Murchison, Natalie Weaver, or Marcy Onieal for additional assistance.

5. Announcements & Closing – 1) Richard should be back from family leave sometime early in
August; 2) tune in to Summer Speaker Series July 30 & 31, and 3) sign up now for White Supremacy
and Me churchwide study, for which the deacons have committed to participating.  Marcy closed the
meeting with a “Prayer/Poem in the Time of COVID-19” by the Rev. Richard Bott, of the United
Church of Canada.

Next Deacon Meeting:  Sunday, August 16, 2020, 3:00 PM, via



Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Board of Deacons - Minutes

Sunday, August 16, 2020 

PRESENT: Mary Berg, Ann Brown, Jeff Curtis, Earl Fowler, Cathy Froehlich, Gordon Gaiser, Martha
Ensign Johnson, Nancy Kramer, Lynne Meacham, Marcy Onieal,  Beth Robrecht, Louise Root, Bill
Ryan, Jeane Smith
Richard Coble

ABSENT: John Curry, Nancy Gaskin, Mike McCauley, Lynn Milner, Betsy Rhodes, Amber White, Peter
Rosal

1. Call to Order/Mutual Invitation – Nancy Kramer opened the meeting by welcoming all the
deacons and sharing a special welcome back to Richard Coble.

2. Remembering Harry Summerlin - The Deacon Board shared special memories of Harry
Summerlin. The deacons were invited to “attend” the Memorial Service for Harry on August
29 at 10:00 AM. The service will be broadcast on YouTube.

3. Meals - Meal preparation and delivery have been scheduled for the next 6 weeks for a GCPC
member.

4. Fall Kick-Off for Deacon Groups - Richard led a discussion about the tradition of a Fall
Kickoff for the congregation as well as for deacon groups.  Several ideas were discussed. The
Deacon Board decided to assemble small token bags to be hand delivered by each deacon.
The bags will include a letter from the    deacon, a letter from one of the pastors, a fall
calendar and a small token gift.     Marcy Onieal volunteered to coordinate this effort.

5. Me & White Supremacy - Small groups have started meeting virtually. There are still
opportunities to join a small group later in the fall.

6. Congregational Concerns - Deacons updated each other and Richard about individual
needs within the congregation.

7. Richard - Richard thanked the deacon board and the co-chairs for carrying on during his
absence. He very much appreciated the gift from the deacons and all the cards and gifts
which his family received.

          
Announcements and Closing - 
        Next Deacon Meeting:  Sunday, September 20, 2020 at 12:30 PM, via Zoom 
        Marcy Onieal closed in prayer.



Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Worship Council Minutes

August 4th, 2020

Attendance: Margaret Tierney, Earl Fowler, Paul Rogers, Mary Berg, Keith Prince, Heather Ferguson

Staff present: Marcia Mount Shoop, Jeff Jones

Marcia opened in prayer

Quilt Project: Discussed collecting them in mail room where still have some bags to give out.
August 30th is stated deadline for creating squares. Decided needed to have an update with some
examples of squares in the newsletter. Jeff said he would take pictures of some that were delivered
to church.

Communion:
Council unanimously agreed to support communion on these dates:
Sept. 13
October 4
Nov.1
And Christmas Eve

Baptism:
Discussed the baptism last Sunday filmed at a creek away from church.  It was recorded prior but
sharing it on zoom service made it a community act and a shared event. We discussed cards in the
mail, google online, email wishes and have a church volunteer use calligraphy to hand-write
messages sent online.  The idea of video good wishes was shared as well.  It was decided that since
this recent baptism was the first in pandemic and there will be others, we should retro ask how they
would like their well wish cards and then as we have more baptisms we will discuss with families.

Music: Jeff has a scheduled hymn concert for the congregation on Sept. 13.

Paul closed in prayer

Next scheduled meeting time:  Sept 1th at 5:30

Respectfully Submitted,

Name of Person Who Took Minutes: Margaret Tierney

Council Chair: Margaret Tierney

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Serve Minutes - Zoom Meeting - Monthly Meeting



August 18, 2020

Present in the Zoom meeting: Tammy Bradley, Melissa Hicks, Keaton Hill, John Huie, Lynne
Meacham, Rick Noble, Amy Wiesner

Staff: Samantha Gonzalez-Block

Amy opened the meeting with prayer.

Updates about Covenant Partners:
YTL, CoThinkk, Hoodhuggers - meaningful conversations and information sharing
Other Covenant Partners - Serve Buddies are continuing to try to make contact and have some
meetings and calls lined up.

Sharing Cycle Update: Lynne moved that we release the rest of the funds to our Covenant Partners
this month.  The motion passed unanimously!  JMProTv and Bountiful Cities will not receive more
funding.  Samantha asked about sending a letter with the check.  Natalie sent letters with the
printed checks. Melissa will draft a short letter and send it to us to approve.  Will there be
additional funds from the 2020 budget released to the Serve Council before the end of this calendar
year?  How much is currently in the Serve Budget? Melissa will find out and bring it to the next
meeting.
Looking forward to the 2021 sharing cycle - hard to make decisions when we don’t know the
organizations as well - How can we keep exploring how other organizations (some /all of our
Covenant Partners / Just Funding organizations) can be more involved in the sharing of funds?
Background - Just Funding - group that formed after an anonymous donor shared $50,000 per year
for reparations - Samantha, Marcia, Paul Rogers, Keaton, and many community members (DeWayne
Barton, Tami Forte-Logan)  Could a percentage of the Serve funds be shared with Just Funding but
go through Serve first?
Questions for Sharing Cycle to consider: If we want to consider this model, what other questions do
we need to make it a transparent and clear process? Is what Serve doing now with our mission
considered “reparations?” - naming how these two groups are similar and different would be
important; Just Funding has shared funds with two groups so far; our information is public, is there
information public - How would our relationships with GCPC members and with all the Covenant
Partners be impacted?

GCPC- Palooza (Pandemic Palooza) - request from staff to Serve - afternoon of Service??  What are
some ways to engage the congregation instead of physically serving?  Maybe we can have some
“drives” to gather supplies that organizations need. Saturday, September 12 afternoon - Time to
collect donations at the church then to take to partners (both Covenant Partners and Ministry
Partners).  Maybe we should offer a list (snacks, masks, hand sanitizer, gloves, etc.) and see if the
partners want to add anything to the list.  Limit to 3-4 organizations - YTL (Rick and Tammy),
YWCA (Amy W.), Residents Council (Amy W.), La Milpa (Keaton and Lynne) Let Samantha know
what we hear from these Covenant Partners.   Important to clarify who is in contact with partners to
avoid toe-stepping.  Maybe Garden Team members can help us distribute.  If we have abundant
supplies, we can offer supplies to additional organizations (API, VRQ).

Events and Engagement - Schedule for Newsletter Announcements about different Covenant
Partners.  Amy W. will share a document allowing weekly sign ups.  Buddies need to decide who will
submit an announcement to Anna Louise during the assigned week.  Amy’s document also has



suggestions and deadlines from Anna Louise.   We will ask Anna Louise to include a link to the
previous week’s announcement (in case there are any church members who don’t read their
newsletter carefully every week).  These announcements are meant to share good news and specific
requests  as we learn more about and build relationships with our Covenant Partners.

New Serve Members - Homework for next month’s meeting: come to the next meeting with 1-2
names for who may cycle on to Serve.  We need an accurate table of who is currently on the Serve
Council and when each person will cycle off the council. This will help us discern how to
complement the skill sets that individuals bring to the group.

Melissa ended the meeting with prayer at 7:28.

Respectfully submitted,
Amy Wiesner

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
PART Meeting Minutes

August 13, 2020



Attendees: Margie Grove, John Hue, Lynne Meacham, Winn Legerton, John Legerton, Alexandra
Lusak, Mary Berg, Carol Hovis, Liz Huesemann, Anne Callison Stokely, Richard Coble.

Announcements:

-104 people signed up to participate in the study, "Me and White Supremacy. 72 people signed up
for a reflection group and 32 for zoom groups (we know this number may be low, because some
people have not registered and will attend). We also know many are reading the book
independently.

-Ann Callison Stokely, Creating Sanctuary Team (CST), asked Part if we would co-sponsor a leaflet on
“Vote 2020” attached to GCPC newsletter.  All participants agreed.

-Liz also announced that in January we agreed to work with the Earth Team and CST on screening
three films created by Brave New Films and Working Films, which address matters of immigrant
justice, global warming, and voter suppression. A proposal has been sent to staff for fall adult
education.

Thank you, Lynne Meacham, for opening our meeting.

Fanti Podcast On Being an Ally:

The following comments were made about this podcast:

-Being an alley means you are not a member of the oppressed group but take action to support the
group.

-In the podcast it was suggested that with oppression we have to examine every word.  With the use
of the word ally it has striking arrogance. We want to help as white people, but we are the problem.

White people created the problem, and then pretend not to know how to help. White people caused
it and then want to step away. Using the word ally means we will provide aid, but not do any work
on our white supremacy. The podcast also rejected the terms accomplice and co-conspirator. The
suggested terms were race traitor and race saboteur.

Ex: A person that supports policies that seem to benefit other races than their own could be called
one of those terms.

We then read Tema Okun’s characteristics of paternalism and discussed how we see it in
ourselves and in our community.

-Asheville Housing Authority continues to build large public housing instead of giving the money to
each person to determine where they want to live.

-Our history is filled with government policies where we tell people of color this is in their best
interest.   This narrative is beginning to change. People of color are demanding to be at the table.

-PART members discussed that the governing structure of the Presbyterian church, particularly how
decisions are made in the General Assembly, are unclear. We may understand how decisions are
made by session, but beyond that no.

-When joining our church financial statements could be helpful.



Antidotes to Paternalism:

-Attach session minutes to the newsletter.

-Get the message out to the congregation that session meetings are open.

-Give financial information and other pertinent governing info to new members.

-Continue the class “What it means to be a Presbyterian.” How else do we get the message out about
our polity?

-We celebrated the work of Serve, and how they include people who are affected by decisions in the
decision-making.

-Compared to other denominations, Presbyterian churches can call pastors.

Thank you, Mary Berg, for closing our meeting with a meditation.

Next meeting: Sept 10th at 6pm

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Property Council Minutes

July 14, 2020

Attendance: Roger Meade, John Legerton, Ed Gerber, Leslie Huntley, John Curry



Staff: Cliff Schlegelmilch

Roger opened the meeting in prayer.

Cliff:

● The floor in the chancel needs refinishing but there is no floor finish that we could use  that
would hold up to rolling a piano across the surface..

● Options are hardwood, laminate or carpet.
o You could cover the hardwood floor with laminate which has fewer maintenance

issues, but it would negatively affect acoustics. Carpet would also affect acoustics.
● Marcia and staff recommend to not address this immediately.
● John made a motion to hold off on this repair and the motion passed.
● There is a crack in the double pane glass window above the entrance to the childcare center.

The cracks have increased and are on the outside of the window as well.
o The window looks to be original.
o Leslie moved to replace the window. John seconded the motion.

● Gardening Cttee:  The issue of irrigation has come up.  The yard hydrant’s pressure is too
high.  It is illegal for us to use it because we don’t have a pressure reducer.

o To make it legal:
▪ run a line underground
▪ put a yard hydrant by the garden sign

o The yard hydrant in the bushes is leaking.  Would have to cut the bushes back
severely in order to fix it.

o Cliff proposed running a line off the line that’s the serving the memorial garden.  Put
a pressure reducer on it and run it down to the garden. Would probably be a fall
project.

o Lines will be winterized.
o Cliff will do the work in conjunction with the garden committee.

● Cliff asked Leslie’s help in picking a color for the administration hallway.
● Weeds have gotten bad in the Memorial Garden.
● Sue is coming in two days a week.

o She is sanitizing doors, handles and bathrooms.
o Washed walls in the sanctuary.
o Oiled handrails.
o Cleaned carpet.

● Redoing children’s furniture found in storage.
● Cliff is patching holes in the atrium walls.

John requested a report on energy consumption this year compared to previous years.

The meeting closed in prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,



Leslie Huntley
Note Taker

John Clark and Roger Meade
Chairs of the Property Council

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Garden Steering Team Minutes

July 26, 2020

Attendance: Pam Baker, Jan Brunk, Liz Huesemann, Judy Major, Wade Macfie, Rick Philipsen, Paul
Stroebel, Barbara Toth, and Betsy Wilson
Staff: Samantha Gonzalez-Block, and Cliff Schlegelmilch



Samantha opened the meeting with a quote from Rabbi Jonathan Sacks reflecting on the
creation account in Genesis 2.

● Break out groups report back:
o Pesticide Group:

The garden will be sprayed tomorrow.  Since a new agent is being used on peppers,
they should not be harvested on Wednesdays.  A new water hydrant will be placed
near the garden sign.  Cabbage plants are ready to go in the ground.

o Planting/Planning etc. Group: 
Plans have been made for the fall garden.  Cabbage will be planted in our garden and
at Anthony’s farm.  Kale and collards will also be planted in our garden.  It was
suggested that we ask local gardeners about garlic planting.  Swiss chard in bed 10
needs to be cleared on Wednesday for cabbage planting. Please see garden plans
plans developed and approved by the PPHW group at
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WRd75dOK8x6QNAxty3Ot8mv2jBDoXV
7vuP-LzUu8G9U/edit?usp=sharing.

o Communication/Recruitment Group:
Pam and Betsy discussed edits to garden info on church website.  Betsy will provide
updated information about garden to Anna Louise.

o Distribution Group:
YWCA is very grateful for fresh produce.  Families could also use disposable masks,
hand sanitizer, and disinfecting spray.  The committee decided to donate 2 gallons of
alcohol disinfectant.  Team 3 will deliver these items along with garden produce.

Next scheduled meeting time is August 9, at 1:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Betsy Wilson

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Garden Steering Team Minutes

August 9, 2020

Attendance: Pam Baker, Jan Brunk, Liz Huesemann, Judy Major, Rick Philipsen, Paul
Stroebel, Barbara Toth, and Betsy Wilson
Staff: Samantha Gonzalez-Block, Marcia Mount Shoop, and Cliff Schlegelmilch

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WRd75dOK8x6QNAxty3Ot8mv2jBDoXV7vuP-LzUu8G9U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WRd75dOK8x6QNAxty3Ot8mv2jBDoXV7vuP-LzUu8G9U/edit?usp=sharing


Marcia opened the meeting with a grounding activity.

● The group talked about our cabbage planting day planned for Tuesday at Anthony
Cole’s farm.

● Marcia informed the group about new plans for YTL. The GCPC atrium and
fellowship hall will be used by YTL from 8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday.
There will be as many as 28 students using the space. Marcia will text Thomas about
YTL visiting the garden.  The church building is not otherwise open.  Gardeners will
continue to use rest rooms at MacDonald’s if needed.

● Garden work day protocols were reported to be going okay.
● Marcia reported that both finance committee and Session have approved the hiring

of a garden manager.
● Break out groups report back:

o Distribution Group:
Plastic bags will continue for all teams except for Southside. Mark is
fine with boxes. Southside delivery began Saturday. Mark should be
alerted you are on your way. Mary Boynton’s team is working on
getting masks, etc. that YWCA has requested.

o Pesticides Group:
Plan to spray tomorrow in the morning by Paul and Barbara M. Paul
will text Rick to let him know if he can till beds for cabbage planting.

o Membership/Recruitment:
Christi Mobley is on both Saturday teams. The Cook Family is on
Barb’s Team.

o Planting and Planning:
200 cabbage plants will be planted in the GCPC garden on Wednesday.

● The meeting closed with members sharing their gratitude.

Next scheduled meeting time is August 23, at 1:00 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Betsy Wilson

Highlights from year of inquiry

August 2019-August 2020

Janice Kominski

janice@kominski.com

Seminary:

mailto:janice@kominski.com


● Three terms at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte, NC (migrated to zoom format in

March; will continue on zoom through the end of 2020).

● Pursing the dual degree program: MDiv. And M.A.C.E. (Master of Arts in Christian Education)

● Courses Completed: History I and II; The Christian Life; Teaching Ministry of the Church;

Relationships in Child and Youth Ministry; Biblical Greek I and II

● Recipient of the Anne Treichler Award for Church History, for historical research paper titled:

Jerome’s Ideals of Christian Femininity and Asceticism: History and its Damaging Echoes in the

Present

● Among favorite texts of the year: Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom,

by bell hooks; Silence by Shūsaku Endō
● Created 26 video tutorials for my fellow Greek students to serve as a virtual study group from

April-June. https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4MY0rQbW8LUtknQS794EdyBmQCRktpf4

GCPC Church Life:

● Summer 2019 – storyteller for marketplace VBS

● Fall 2019 – Godly Play storyteller, grades 1-3 Sunday School

● Winter 2020 – Co-leader of Adult Sunday School: Parenting with a Sabbath Mindset (co-created

curriculum with Caroline Wyrosdick built upon Abraham Heschel’s work and a seminary text on

family ministry)

● Spring 2020 – survival; cared for another church member’s children during school day

● Summer 2020 – worked in the GCPC garden with my children

Personal, Family, Professional:

● Read voraciously

● Summer free choice reading: Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paolo Friere; Between the World

and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates; Encountering God in Tyrannical Texts: Reflections on Paul, Women,

and the Authority of Scripture by Frances Taylor Gench and some fun escapist chaser fiction,

including re-reading all of the Jane Austin novels.

● Underwent the PCUSA career and personal testing and counseling process for inquirers.

● Navigated the crazy mix pursuing a double master’s degree program, schooling from home with

a 6th grader, 4th grader and a kindergartener while existing as an extrovert sheltering in place.

● Am still standing. Most of the time.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4MY0rQbW8LUtknQS794EdyBmQCRktpf4

