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Romans 10:8b-13 
 
 
 

Romans 10:8b-13 (NRSV) 

8b “The word is near you, 
    on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one 
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 
saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is 
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who 
call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 
“If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  
 
It is ironic yet also, of course, predictable that a section in Romans that the NRSV 
entitles “Salvation is for All” would be used so often to divide. In the history of the 
church, Paul’s theology of confession has been reduced to simple, cognitive 
agreement: if you assent to the right creed, if you say the right prayer, if you ask 
Christ into your heart, you will be saved in the afterlife, but, and the emphasis is 
always on the but, the contrast, if you do not say and think and believe correctly, 
you’re not in, the judgment is upon you. You will not, and are not, and should not 
be saved. What began as a word of good news, a promise of reconciliation in 
Scripture, has been turned by the church into a wedge, a divider, a line drawn in 
the sand between those inside and those outside. 
 
“For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 
mouth and so is saved,” says Paul.  
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And we imagine confession as something so simple, so facile, so trite - as if faith 
was simply about being right, and saying the right words.  
 
What is confession? What is belief?  
 
This past Monday morning, as I laid on my living room floor, while my 1-year-old 
daughter, who was sick and rather snotty, kept climbing on top of and over me, I 
was flipping through the channels on the TV mounted on our wall. I stopped at a 
CNN interview of General David Petraeus entitled “It’s going abysmally for 
Putin.”1 I stopped because I was looking for some good news, after seeing 
heartbreaking images of war all weekend, cities bombed to ruins, the plight of 
Ukrainian refugees (1.5 million we heard yesterday), the tearing apart of families.  
 
I listened as Petraeus talked about Russia’s failures to integrate their land and air 
forces, their underestimation of Ukrainian resistance and Europe’s unity against the 
invasion. It was a feel-good type of interview – because if I’m honest, if I’m really 
honest with you, that us vs. them mentality that I get so sick of in the church, can 
actually feel pretty good, on a Monday morning, in a desperate time, when the 
lines between right and wrong seem so clearly drawn, when I see myself on the 
right side of history.  
 
We do that, don’t we? It provides some steadiness in the unsteady times we live in. 
Feeling right, on the right side, opposed to the wrong side, well, that can be an 
anchor, a foothold.  
 
But another line from Gen. Petraeus stayed with me after the video. It was when he 
reminded his CNN interviewer about mid-way through, of his credentials. “You 
know, I’ve invaded a country,” he said, speaking of his leadership in the Iraqi 
invasion of 2003. And, the foothold slipped, just a bit. I’m reminded of all the 
times it has been us against them, in my lifetime, and most of those times, we 
brought the fight to other shores; we sought to bring peace through bombs.  
 
It was our leaders, and our news anchors, and our neighbors, and we ourselves 
said, ‘You know, we hate to do it, but now is the time for war, for invasion, for 
regime change. We can no longer tolerate, can no longer allow, can no longer stay 
silent in the presence of the other.’ The us and the them; the lines drawn.  
 

 
1 CNN, “Former CIA Director: ‘It’s Going Abysmally’ for Putin,” YouTube Video, 9:03, Feb. 28, 2022. 
https://youtu.be/ux51JTprqq4 
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And no, I’m not saying it’s so simple; I’m not saying that we were always and 
completely wrong to draw such lines. That’s a longer discussion. What I’m 
noticing; what I’m asking you to notice, on this first Sunday of Lent, is how often 
they are drawn, and we draw them, and we draw them. We are drawing them now.  
 
And it’s not just the lines that make room for war, but also the lines about whose 
suffering we pay attention to.  
 
A CBS reporter described Ukraine in these words this week, “This isn’t a place, 
with all due respect, like Iraq or Afghanistan. This is a relatively civilized, 
relatively European…city where you won’t expect that.”  
 
An Al Jazeera English anchor this week described Ukrainian refugees with these 
words, “These are prosperous, middle-class people. These are not people trying to 
get away from areas in North Africa. They look like any European family that you 
would live next door to.”2  
 
Our hearts break for people of Ukraine, and yet these comments and many more 
like them lately erase or downplay crises across the globe, especially in Black and 
Brown communities, including the daily battles in our own country fought by 
people of color against racist systems.  
 
Lines drawn in the sand. Us and them. Even only certain lives, only certain 
tragedies get our attention, receive our concern.  
 
And yet we come to worship, and we read and we profess, along with Paul, that 
“there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all” 
(10:11). Of All. It is not just for some, the select few, those who say the right 
words, who think the right way, or look the right way, or live in the right 
neighborhoods. “The same Lord is Lord of all.” 
 
At his best, certainly and sadly not always, but in his most prophetic moments, 
Paul blurs the lines we set up to divide ourselves from one another. After all, he 
says, “We know that the whole creation [– the whole creation –] has been groaning 
in labor pains until now” (8:22). “Just as one man's trespass led to condemnation 
for all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For 

 
2 Quotes from Christi Carras, “Trevor Noah slams media for racist remarks on Ukraine: War ‘was Europe’s entire 
thing,’” The LA Times, March 1, 2022, https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/tv/story/2022-03-01/russia-
ukraine-invasion-trevor-noah-daily-show.  
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just as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 
man's obedience the many will be made righteous” (5:18-19). “For there is no 
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” 
(3:23-24).  
 
“Paul’s understanding of salvation is cosmic,” says commentator Beverly 
Gaventa.3  
 
Or, as Paul puts it so poignantly in his second letter to the Corinthians, “In Christ 
God was reconciling the world,” the world, not just you or me, God was 
reconciling the world, “not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 
the message of reconciliation to us” (5:19).  
 
So, “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead,” the salvation Paul says that you receive is not one 
that sets you apart, that puts you in a higher rank, that makes you more deserving 
than the rest of hell-bound, sinful humanity. Rather, what comes from this 
confession is the salvation of seeing everyone as beloved children of God, sealed 
by a grace more profound than we could ever fathom, much less capture in a creed 
or prayer.  
 
So much more than any separation, this salvation is the realization that we are 
bound together, that we belong to and with one another, and that this family has no 
boundary, no members’ dues, no exceptions, for all are created in the divine image 
and named good by their creator.  
 
And as this world tears itself apart for greed, for power, for territory, for 
nationalism, we pray:  
 
Spirit, help us to see this common humanity, this common plight that we are in; 
give us eyes to see Christ in those pushed to the margins, those rendered invisible, 
those who suffer and those whose suffering is discounted; give us eyes to see 
Christ in soldiers sent off to war; help us to see Christ in the other, and in the 
neighbor, and in ourselves – because that, that, that is salvation, that is God’s 
generosity. And for that, we say, thanks be to God.  

 
3 Beverly Roberts Gaventa, When in Romans: An Invitation to Linger with the Gospel according to Paul (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic Press, 2016), 41. 


