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Isaiah 65: 8-12 

 

Thus says the Lord: 

As the wine is found in the cluster, 

    and they say, “Do not destroy it, 

    for there is a blessing in it,” 

so I will do for my servants’ sake 

    and not destroy them all. 

9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob 

    and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 

my chosen shall inherit it, 

    and my servants shall settle there. 

10 Sharon shall become a pasture for flocks 

    and the Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down, 

    for my people who have sought me. 

11 But you who forsake the Lord, 

    who forget my holy mountain, 

who set a table for Fortune 

    and fill cups of mixed wine for Destiny, 

12 I will destine you to the sword, 

    and all of you shall bow down to the slaughter; 

because, when I called, you did not answer, 

    when I spoke, you did not listen, 

but you did what was evil in my sight 

    and chose what I did not delight in. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We’re making our way through chapter 65 of Isaiah.  Last week we talked about epigenetics 

in the first 7 verses, the ways we carry the work our ancestors were not able to do in our 

bodies. We talked about the ways we can meet the generational trauma that we carry with 

social conditions that impact the ways trauma and genetic predispositions actually 

manifest in our lives, our bodies, our communities. God is inviting us to heal these 

generational wounds in the courage we have to understand ourselves anew.  
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The prophets of Third Isaiah told the people that they needed to break those generational 

patterns when they returned to the homeland. They were not to build back what was gone, 

but to trust a new and unknown path, to build something different, something with God at 

the center, something that was not built around the idols of wealth, nationalism, 

superiority, false religious piety.  

 

Chapter 65 continues with the Divine Council continuing to teach the people, the people 

returning to their homeland after exile, gone long enough that their homesickness had 

faded into resignation.  

 

Now they are returning and going back is more complicated than they wanted to admit. 

They are struggling not to default into those same old patterns. The Divine Council is 

exercising restraint, withholding the total destruction that could have flowed out of the 

people’s wounded ways.  

 

Their wounded ways were all about choosing, their wounded and wounding ways are all 

about chosenness.  

 

This idea of chosenness can get humans into trouble. Chosenness can be an incubator for 

things like nationalism, tribalism, arrested development, and the need to define oneself 

over and against “the other.”  

 

Chosenness can justify the violence of ethnic cleansing, concentration camps, genocide, 

lynching, chattel slavery, the doctrine of discovery.  

 

Chosenness can provide the license for greed, land theft, eminent domain, urban renewal. 

When a people see themselves as chosen by God, chosenness can create the conditions for 

things like the Doctrine of Discovery, cultural annihilation of those who are “the other.”  

 

Chosenness can feed a distorted sense of self with a pervasive clinging to victimhood, 

without being able to see one’s capacity, and one’s participation in distorted ways of being 

alive.  

 

The Divine Council in Isaiah 65 offers an interesting reframing of chosenness–it’s subtle 

and we can miss it if we are going too fast and our brain is making short cuts because of the 

ways we’ve always internalized chosenness and our connection to it, where we stand in the 

midst of it.  
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If you read this passage through quickly–it can sound like the Divine Council is saying that 

even the people who are living in ways that are self-destructive will inherit land because 

they are chosen.  

 

But if you slow it down and read carefully, chosenness is not a static identity, but a way of 

life. Those who will be able to live on the land, on the mountain, and thrive, their flocks can 

relax and graze, are not those who simply count themselves as chosen, but are those who 

make the choice to seek after God.  

 

Who is doing the choosing?  Chosenness is not so much about God’s favor, as it is about the 

way we choose to live because we choose God.  

 

Thus says the Lord: 

As the wine is found in the cluster, 

    and they say, “Do not destroy it, 

    for there is a blessing in it,” 

so I will do for my servants’ sake 

    and not destroy them all. 

9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob 

    and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 

my chosen shall inherit it, 

    and my servants shall settle there. 

10 Sharon shall become a pasture for flocks 

    and the Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down, 

    for my people who have sought me. 

 

What does it look like for us to pursue God, Grace Covenant?  If it’s not about false piety, 

going through the motions, but it is about how we live as a people, who is at the center of 

our considerations?  How we treat each other, what truly matters to us in the life that we 

share.  

 

Greed is not the behaviour of those who seek after God.  Forsaking God is forgetting God. 

Forsaking God is mistaking the gods of consumption, superiority, and extraction for the 

God who made us for right relationship, not for war, not for vengeance, not for domination.  

 

11 But you who forsake the Lord, 

    who forget my holy mountain, 

who set a table for Fortune 

    and fill cups of mixed wine for Destiny, 

12 I will destine you to the sword, 
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    and all of you shall bow down to the slaughter; 

because, when I called, you did not answer, 

    when I spoke, you did not listen, 

but you did what was evil in my sight 

    and chose what I did not delight in. 

 

Chosenness shows itself in our choices–our choice to seek after God, to listen when God 

calls, our choice to practice right relationship in the ways we relate to resources, 

relationships, and our own sense of self.  

 

How different would things be if people of faith understood chosenness as a practice, as 

reciprocal relationship with God, rather than a birthright that comes to us and is a static 

identity?   

 

The Divine Council suggests to the people that all have the capacity to choose God. Those 

who do choose God will feel at home in the world in a different way than those who choose 

the idols of greed and superiority.  

 

Chosenness is first and foremost about humility–about knowing our limits, knowing how 

much we need each other to be trustworthy, knowing how much we depend on each other 

to be honest about what we need and what we have to offer, knowing that God is uniquely 

powerful and abundantly present, knowing that being human is being vulnerable, and that 

we do harm when we forget how much the world needs us to know ourselves as capable of 

love and capable of transformation that is led by love.  

 

What are the idols we’ve constructed and centered?   

 

The very idea that chosenness could ever express itself in frozenness is an indicator that 

we’ve relaxed into a distorted metric of confidence about how God’s love manifests in our 

lives.  Chosenness as frozenness sees Divine blessing in superiority, conformity, and 

dictated normalcy. Chosenness as frozenness uses the status quo to locate God’s favor; 

chosenness as frozenness sorts humanity according to who conforms to the status quo, 

who flourishes in the current social arrangement. Chosenness as frozenness doesn’t 

question the structures that allow the frozenness to calcify, to dig in its heels.  

 

Chosenness as frozenness is always looking for a way to avoid thawing out, moving, 

shifting, stretching, breaking open, doing the hard work of the mutual vulnerability that 

defines human life, that can’t be avoided.  
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We’ve all been chosen by God through the very way we are made to heal and to grow and to 

find our way home to each other.  

 

But not all who are chosen will lean into the reciprocity that God built into the power of 

choosing our best possibilities, rather than choosing the comfort of what we have always 

known.  

 

The chosen problem is that we got stuck on whose choice God is calling us to live out in our 

dispositions, in our practices, in our sense of purpose and possibility.  

 

The apocalypse of chosenness reveals reciprocity instead of a one sided, passive receiving 

of favor. Chosenness is dynamic, embodied, and always engaged in the ways we make God-

centered choices in the present moment.  

 

This next step toward the peaceable kingdom is about understanding the agency we all 

have in this journey toward God’s creation healed. God needs us to choose–because God 

has already made a choice to create the conditions for right relationship to be a living, 

breathing, flourishing reality–when we choose God, we choose our capacity for the love 

that sees how beautiful this world can be.  

 

God delights when we choose to seek God in the present moment. We’ll know our 

chosenness as it shows itself in our choice to embrace God’s healing opportunities when 

the frozenness gives way to the transformation we were afraid to believe could be ours.  

 

Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


